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A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

A Picture of Jewish Life in Bohemia and Moravia. 

From a Manuscript in the Jewish Theological 

Seminary. 

By Alexander Marx, Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America. 

CONSIDERING the scarcity of autobiographical writings 
in Jewish literature, the publication of the short text here 
offered to the reader does not require an apology. The 
author, who was born in 1668, was a plain man, gifted 
neither with great scholarship — his style being in many 
parts very poor — nor with particular brilliancy. His story, 
which extends over the first seventeen years of his life 
(1668-85) on ty> DUt was written many years later, is on 
the whole commonplace, but in spite of this it will be 
found to be of considerable interest as a human document. 
Our author was undoubtedly a Schlumiehl. This character- 
istic is probably responsible for the curious fact that while 
the names of his parents and grandparents, brothers, aunts, 
and other members of his family are mentioned, 1 his own 
name appears nowhere in his little note-book. He was, 
however, a fairly good observer, and the value of this short 
autobiography lies in the typical description of everyday 
life of the Jewish inhabitants of a Bohemian village, such 
as we seldom meet in our historical sources because it was 
considered too trivial. Of particular interest are the facts 

1 See the Family Tree of the writer. 
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we gather about the relations of the Jews to their gentile 
neighbours, and more especially to the nobility of the 
villages, about the jealousy existing among themselves 
as well as about the state of Jewish teachers and Jewish 
education in general. The author's observations are not 
limited to the small villages in this respect ; he had occasion 
to gather information in regard to larger Jewish communities 
like Meseritsch and even Prague, and there, we must say, 
conditions were decidedly better. His own father had in 
the course of his eventful life acted for a few years as 
elementary teacher in the community of Lichtenstadt 
before he became in turn a distiller, a pedlar in jewellery, 
an arrendar and ' Hofjude ' of a small Count, &c. His 
experiment in teaching his two sons at the same time, 
irrespective of the difference in their ages and their know- 
ledge, selecting the treatise of Sotah by which to introduce 
his younger son into the intricacies of the Talmud, does 
not give us a very high opinion of his accomplishments as 
a pedagogue. 

The author speaks of only one of his teachers with love, 
and to him and his wife he indites a touching memorial 
with the statement that, while he taught the boys Talmud, 
she inculcated the fear of God and the beauty of a virtuous 
life. 

The description of the ravages of the awful plague 
which in 1681 devastated Bohemia and in Prague alone 
had over eighty-three thousand victims, 2 is really remarkable 
with its gruesome details. 

2 See Haeser, Lehrbuch der Geschichte der Median und der epidemischen 
Krankheifen, vol. Ill, p. 415 (Jena, 1882), and P. R. Redlich, Historia pestis 
annis 1680 et 1681 Pragae grassatae (Prague, 1682), quoted by Haeser, which 
is inaccessible to me. I owe this reference to Dr. Harry Friedenwald. 
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The great historical events of the time likewise did not 
pass without leaving their impress upon the life of the 
little Bohemian villager. The outbreak of the Turkish war, 
heralded by a comet, 3 drove him home from Meseritsch, 
just as the Chmielnicki persecutions drove his grandmother 
from Poland a generation before. 

Most of the persons who played a part in the life of 
our author are entirely unknown, but by a happy coinci- 
dence some of the most prominent Rabbis of his country 
are mentioned in his biography. His grandmother was 
the sister of the famous Moravian ' Landesrabbiner ' R. 
Menahem Mendel Krochmal. 4 In the house of this Rabbi 
the mother of our author received her education, and his 
son, R. Judah Loeb, 5 who in later years filled his father's 
place, proved in turn a godsend in the life of the father 
of our author, inasmuch as he generously lent him jewellery 
and other merchandise, thus enabling him to earn a proper 
living. His grandmother on his father's side was a grand- 
daughter of the renowned cabbalistic author, R. Eleazar 
Perels. 6 R. Jacob Backofen, more commonly called 



s The various opinions expressed as to this comet caused Pierre Bayle 
to publish a famous little book which, in the English translation before me, 
bears the title : Miscellaneous reflections occasion 'd by the comet which appeared 
in December 1680. Chiefly tending to explode popular superstitions. Written 
to a Doctor of the Sorbonne by Mr. Bayley [sic]. Translated from the French. 
In two volumes. London, 1708. 

4 See Horodetzki, Hagoren, II, 33-7 ; D. Kauffmann, ibid., 38 seq. 

5 See Kauffmann, ibid., 40-41. 

6 See Kauffmann's note in Hock, Die Familien Prags, Pressburg, 189a , 
p. 282, and the literature quoted there ; also A. Berliner, Abhandlung iiber 
den Siddur des Sckabtai ha-Sofer aus Prsemyil, Frankfurt a. M.,1909, p. vii. 
It is not quite clear what our author means by his statement, ' his son was 
Moses Kuskes'. Kuskes was the family name of R. Eleazar Perels' 
father-in-law, but hardly of his own son. 

T 2 
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Reischer, 7 who died as Rabbi of Metz in 1733, was a very 
well-known talmudic writer. His Minhat Jakob, which 
our author mentions, appeared in 1689. Our writer thank- 
fully records the readiness of that great scholar to instruct 
him in his boyhood, but he adds that his masterful wife, 
the proud daughter of the Bohemian Landesrabbiner R. 
(Benjamin) Wolf Spira, 8 did not permit it. 9 

As to Meir, the Shohet of the community of Vienna, the 
father of our writer's step-mother, some information is to 
be found in the genealogical letter of his son Moses, 
published by L. Lazarus. 10 We learn that he was a nephew 
of the rich Kappel Fraenkel, that after the expulsion from 
Vienna in 1670 he settled in Meseritsch, where he died, 
and that he had three more sons in addition to the 
two mentioned in our account. Several of the family 
names we come across are known to us, through Hock's 
valuable work on the Prague families, to have been current 
there, e. g. Fleckeles, Wagenmacher, and Giinzburg. The 
member of the latter family, who employed our author as 
a tutor for his sons for a short time, Moses G., might be 
identical with the R. Mosche Kintzburg who, according 
to the curious account of the pageant arranged in Prague 
on May 18, 17 16, in honour of the birth of Prince Leopold 
of Austria, published by Schudt," acted as leader of the 

7 See Steinschneider, Cat. Bodl., 1248-50, Fuenn, PN")^ DD33, 575-6, 
REJ., VIII, 271-3. 

8 See Hock in K. Lieben, Gal-Ed, Prag, 1856, p. 39, no. 65. 

9 The same lady, after her husband's death in 1733, prevented by her 
energetic protest the election of R. Jonathan Eibeschfltz as his successor in 
the Metz Rabbinate. See the letter of her grandson Nehemiah Reischer 
in Emden's riBN DESK', Lemberg, 1877, f. ii b, cp. R£j., VIII, 273. 

10 MGWJ. 56, 1912. pp. 352-3. 

11 Jiidische Merkwiirdigkeiten, vol. IV, continuation III, p. 153. 
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scribes. Probably he is the Moses ben Loeb Kinzburg 
who died September 12 of the same year. 12 The difference 
in the spelling of the name may be due to a slip of memory 
of the writer who uses the more common spelling. 

Some of the identifications of geographical names 13 
in the text are due to my revered teacher, Professor 
Berliner, who many years ago had borrowed my copy 
of the manuscript and wrote the transliterations of these 
names on the margin. Polna for p^KB was suggested by 
Professor Deutsch, who also considers it possible that 
PINDNl, fpDKl is the village ofWostrow. 

The manuscript from which the following text is taken 
forms part of a collection presented to the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary by Messrs. Moses and Marks Ottinger. 
It is briefly described in Catalogue XI of Messrs. Schwager 
& Fraenkel, Husiatyn, under no. no. It is an autograph 
written in a cursive German hand; it measures 13-7 X 9-5 
cm. It begins with the title nuvtttn nBD, followed by three 
blank leaves. The autobiography fills fols. 1-11 a ; between 
fols. 10 and 11 the author evidently tore out a leaf. The 
next page has a short note on his travels, which forms 
a kind of continuation of the text, and is printed here as 
such, together with a set of good resolutions drawn up at 
various times, which contain some further biographical 
material and are characteristic of the writer, but do not 
seem to require translation. They are found on fol. 34 
of the manuscript. Fols. 12-25 contain ethical and philo- 
sophical reflections in fifteen paragraphs, interrupted by 
cabbalistic combinations (15 a) and blank pages (i5b-i7a). 

12 Hock, loc.cit., 66; note a, n"Jjn is a misprint for 1'Wl. 

13 They mostly do not occur in M. GrOnwald's article in his Das Judische 
Centralblatt, VIII, pp. 37-42. 
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An account of troubles the writer had in Zante some 
Friday begins fol. 34 b, but breaks off in the middle. 
On fol. 42 we find some dietetic rules to strengthen the 
memory, including the advice to eat only once a day at 
noon ; on fol. 45 a a letter of recommendation of the central 
academy of Venice (mW) na -|tJ>N n^bn rn't^n) for a poor 
man who had been deprived of his all by robbers during 
his travels ; neither the name of the poor man (our writer ?) 
nor the signatures are reproduced, and the date is incom- 
plete ("33N run rut?, perhaps rbw [see Exod. 23. 20] is to 
be added, making 5479-1 719). On fol. 46 a, he copies an 
amulet obtained from the pupils of R. Moses Sacuto ; the 
end of the booklet (52 b-53) contains business entries about 
parchments purchased for and loans received from various 
persons. The names occurring here are: R. Benjamin 
Cohen of Reggio (N»no }nan p*« "finiD ivno), Castel 
Bolognese, Abraham and Samuel Corinaldi, Esra Cantan, 
Hananel, Michael Malach, Isaac Rabbino, Eliezer ibn Roi, 
&c. The rest of the volume is mostly blank. 

Although the text offers no difficulties, 14 the following 
translation was not thought to be superfluous owing to the 
general interest of the autobiography. Naturally it does 
not aim at literalness while trying to give a fair reproduc- 
tion of the writer's account. 

For the convenience of the reader, the writer's statements 
about his family are summarized in the following family- 
tree : — 

14 As we deal with an autograph, the text is reproduced as it is in the 
manuscript without any corrections. I have not considered it necessary 
to draw attention to the numerous inaccuracies of the writer, his serious 
grammatical mistakes, and so on. They are characteristic of the man, just 
as the fact that he hardly ever makes a period, and only once a new 
paragraph in the whole account. 
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maron -isd 

*bd Tiyoc yoo ni>yo{> nnn 'no n!>n <nyr *6 *!>e> own mo 
rnina ncta iina n\m n^ibd so ?vn Mtep i»"r 3py n"nna wpr 
i>"r n5>n am3N n"n.na wi errs runoa pi>yp p"pa ncs nph 
Din 1 ' b"an ijipt '2n nNcai noi ^"r 3py n"nna vp? •ax nx t5>iw 
•ax /nnaens 101 tok n»n «yi!>BD ni>\np nrnt: yT x$> nxr fei pp 
jnn .Tn payt3» p^p n'nnioa na $>"? rby>b mo nB>*6 npl> i>"r wpr 
iBD i>y wbi nryta pew nsD new e^nys nryw n'nnit: ta 
vn D^ia !>"r DipDip nee n"nni»a idb> rrn Ma ansa nxc! rupn 
"■as dn ia "j^» inxe*a n^i in»i B'naT D'ja noa T^ni asns p"p ti 
nwi npan net? nnx nua wi i"v '••tan ann3K n'nmoa ion '»m 
n»ro idn$>i vasij ttv |a iTni miyaa nnw noi> '■•n 1 ' »3ki ^aya nno 
a^na na nptt{> ii? unai a^m a^na wjn in nvoi ^isoi spnn 
pha nianoo ai>yn p"po ^"r wpTrp n"nna na hayaa mo uwm 
awn is3e> Qiip N'j^aa no $>"a.n i>*r S^pin' n"n.na wpt '■aw pp 
{>*? nnu rno wpr »oni tr" 11 i^on »"y Nuihsa iw niaunnm a^yn 
bin niaop nua »ae»i Dnar n*:a ne^e* bwm ay naoiw nwj 
aio3 nnn nx n"nm nnp^a a^ys an ^n new nn\n s\ne> ^ nam 
iN3i be>d inna p^ia nunc b 5>b» nhna naanon wac ny D*o»jtt3i 
bw p"oi an iTn new '"nx nx kvdi jniBC-^p' 1 : p"p^ pnyo nanoi> 
inayo anao n"nnio !>inan ann nvi wi nanon i>a ani T^n p"p 
nhaw m^aai pnx nox naD ^ n"w nano ba ^"t taontnp 
iDipo n^dd nTitr ja nwi ^"an ann n»i n"y biiim nno 'nmo »dn 
nx t«*n Nim ^"sr a^ snin' n"nnio hnan ann idc .Tm nuana 
on ay nDijani ina nn\n iwa i?nj pa ni? jn:i 'w wb »nmo »dk 
rpne* m^ nD':an '»n» uni aniBB'S'W p"pa ^na 11333 nainS '"n* 
3py n"nnn ypt '3N ayan mi jnnyo nunoa ^Dntyo p"pa m 
nnsn mtrx nn\ntr wpr 'dki mn^na noiyi n'try n»n ^"r ^bn 
nn^n pi n"aa nanyoi noa^Di nso ny anon m^oa nbai mpns 
nNi naunai noana ty nnui nsty nn^a n"y hayaa nn» ,, nniD <dk 
1N3 ptciMn nnx a'ac nyans in nvhw finirni nn , in3 pDiy rrn ^n 11 
nKnaa an'nao innai runnni» pnyo nianoi' ampm a^sywn 



A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY AUTOBIOGRAPHY — MARX 277 

-iNcrj nS>i i'Daa» 'pi Ttypn S»ya nw oyoai oma nwHoS> my-n 
'nc ay S>"r 'iS>n 3py -i*nna 'i'pr on ntm amoaiD dj?d mo 
iaS>m DiTB nunoa i-inbo a"3i n"y 'dn ay ''n' oni mew rnua 
on tin p"pn napi dndst pa'i' p"pS> tyani ams nunc nxp iy 
Dpn irw nvoi nrn a"nNi B'ie> rpK de> noy nipwn idS>»S> ''n' 
rrmjnr yoNni n'ino two mam n"y tiiid 'dn noannn n3n Sod 
j« niETjS' maa nam mi' nsryoa nno nN nvnnS> noxyS> naom 
na^o N'm jib'btd me>yS> iS>n nunea a!nan nnm S>e> lpoiSo fine 
vri nnina pay, 3B» 'tv 'aw nn'i[-i]m nn^xnc mo nS>y pi maa 
nw S>'st 3'S> "i"-im» S>nan ann np ii'S>y naiy trnp e>'n rum avn 
aawai Boioan niS"npn S>y none vnrem awno p"p3 n"3« tn 
nNni on no3 pasnai ''m on S>e> mo np or -ie>n wiryo p*p 
S^x] bn nan nu>jn rnn p n'n itrNa mS>y ami S?"t 'n-ins nate ms3 
B'So 'nNtn 'viyao ica ann spa S>e> mmna nr'N no ynai ''m on [ay 
nsry pi ruomi noanai nai»N3 nnh nNe>S> losy S»aw na nanona 
nt»n Tyn -im S>n anpna '"yc 'tor '"y nor |'S>aS>aDi mnm n'i>xm 
niiDtr oy na D'ciy rrntp nn |"ii ninan no pai Vi'ya p nvbi 
niDD mcyS* tan naom natcSjon nicyS' D'rntJio iS> jrui Q'S>na |'S>ayp 
B'a»S> n'n b"ibd idi ppn nasrn ppB3 iS» yna mn oni spe> i"n 
m'S'in 'miD nstn nS>naS>i nSjyDS) nS>y iS>'to imdi db> iinaa niiunyi 
noan n"n 'nt< pesnn rre^c onar D'i3 IS [nnw nS"nno ''n 'n na] iS> 
noi mo idk n'n.'jm nra:i S»nm 'ayn 'is om pS?p -)"nna oonen 
W3 nnyj'D S>*r 'etc ncpen nn: o wi .natwi lin idn nn'» int? 
nnoi sp-it? }"n S>c ft^ym csn bw dhnhi niD'ono D'iwo D'^n nS> 
n'n nS> o u'nnx Soa uS? moy nniar nocr '*n D'^tr na T)yS» nn'nca 
mo nn»i ooita D'cyD3i nsioi noarn nS> nsini Tyn S>aa nnioa 
p rt< 'n"n 'it<i 3"S>nn mv n"t« 6nnS> ''D' "r"a 'npina 'a n3K>n 
nS>na nm 'tt on npS> na^n Tinat D'ic 'r p S>nan 'hni d'jb' 'n 
pi tni Ni'ii ?"p Nn»n tarns' tno -i""iniDa na ''nn h'ns mo 
tD'a S>ni»c -i"-ina np'nS» nB«i» ''nn 'S>oya mo mmN nx ''n' on 
biib nyT nS> D'itr oy» mS" nn'n ''n' uon nc^i ''aiS"n iw 
'n hdh 'S>iSn ii'S>n D'oya ncai D'inp n'i3S> Tiixn 'aa nvpi3 win 

15 Added between the lines. 
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tnN3 oha rbv nuan dji b"i bib mo uon dn wpt 'dn nDni 
nea nje> p -incj nw npo n^n no a'syx uniN inai> n3ioi> D'ie> 
nmcn nii>ttj £ e>p3i> ^nnn '*>n , > on 'dm nnns ins \m uvidn 
n"y ion dji 16 [nxb dns n'noioi nniN nyjio nrvn i>"r 'dn "n3E>] 
'•n' wax noi> nxp wdoi niano ^31 nap v»' bs n\n ii> ni>D' dcti 
'ipim nix~iNi> n^iw ^n n^ mips pny 'w 'a^ 1*1133 n^n»3 
n-uno nw udd own njw nyji mm u'd ns po nxdi • yioa 
leraai Tyn ncn nanN n3» v^an nias nnn bs>:\ d'jb> n»3 oncy on 
nixnN$> '«w to onbrb nanbnb i^ni ir6nJ ns ncn nae d'je> 'J 
oy |133 )ib nn n$> on -itrni njipn on -iE>n no on nx 3tyi 'ipim 
Dn!>.-6 pm njp i>y ^di iia'ns 3trn 'in' n"ni ptwin dbb»d3 on 
o njnn 3ie»i naps? njni D'ony -ini'i nun vn oni onwn io'in ijj 
'io vpDjj D'oyai> npyi wj'y ^33 -yno e»n tn n'n o'n 'n' 'jhn on 
nsnwi Hj' TT1331 urn n\2"vb 'bra D'poy nmb 3trni mom nxy 
mWy b nxd nsrm v6y w^m ncn 'jaa inn nN win io'in '3 
D'tnn '3 i»3 'niDNn n'33 ic^aiii D'pDy ntctsai tin p'n -n-nn pDy3 
fmi> 't? on nvnnjtr ny ''pmci* "]bn 'Nn ncn o ^xd itd pNi 
in N-iin i>s3 17 noNi onopj vtup in~i Dyan tni nDiai uw 'xn ii> 
b"i 3py -i"-in3 jprn ion oy n"n dn enj't? ncno icp3i njod 
rue ncn cnn3 n'n nt 'n on nN trwn ncy pi in^m oat? i>30 
r\2-\rb 3in ^y3 n'nc oi' tiij'PT ay N3nn3 rro b"\ ypt oni n'^n 
nvd '-m 'n oni d'w 'r p Ti^n nyan tNi ai>B^ no n>n n^i '"u 
jriii nboi nos naa y*iiN Dipo fi>iBDin netn 'n T»y3 nyc 'sb mn 
de>di doid D'cyoi miriD msJi ^od Ti"n 'jni 'n raw anoy 
nssn n:pi nontan oiiyo ntrn nine 's^ ?iidni idb»i 'n nas^ yoj 
ntao nv m 'jn i>3N in^no «iainDni» n"n nrn tni irbnb bn 
p"ib tiin tvirb n"n miynn 3"nN noiD3i p« "jvqi mina hdd 
nn ^"an hnan 'nN tn p dj n'n Dtn-ov "bna iidd nnc jxna 
n"n '3 noiND 'n'B'tf n$> DC dji D'Jtr nycfi p wn tNi min3 n'n 
T3cm uiDD by Dn ni'ni> 3eri 3n5> mvios D'j'jyn mo!) yr n^ o"n 
ins nn n»N3i bv mm ay» no^om ayio nsca n»^»i> tun 

16 Added between the lines. 

" 3"b raz\ 
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-crp tn wn »jn -o r« rhwb *b i)zhb nxin nvi dn rbrii nnnu 
rvn ^rbsw n^sN.ni pne t6n w\ne> D^n ma'DO pnan n^n 
oy ;nni nyoop vd onnxa bvxb JNnaa oann pc nmyji> b>n3 
•ONani* din dip ^y it'jB'D n*n n$>i hnj p^3 b ona nn nNon oyo 
idin nat Dn3 nt $>y D3nnn n$> aNnai? D'oya nos n"n N3e «|pNi 
inyi' 'jhai irvoa ^3Nnsr ioe> rrn B^^p^s yfy nn'nai 3ioi> E»Nn 
n\n bx pi>« raw ioa ,ff N •ok b ]tv» oyio nsea win nw 
dw 'n w "b irnc '»m pyoe iob» nw uai> ntito6 nvni> nxnno 
^3N nenan nioi> b ioy nnnnh iani> i3^wi> wd^ i!> wn "oni 
no i>3 oi»iai» jrc*u nay oyan tn ww nND ny vay m noNa 
wn aa"vs >a irroa '"nn wn n'jo nw ^Kii^ni Dnne6 ■by tpxc 
ya pa ?indni naaa i»a nnina nnv oyoi px "pna nwy ^:no 
rs nvi Wan <m jm irva{> tun nmi uioo i>y Dn ^'n bx onaan 
aw n"' in j"i p iaa nw '•nN ioxy3 w^ mo^ Nine aen n^aa 
•on i>3K mpnai niowi urnoi '"en ''a ioa nnan nan uoo noi> 
noi> noiD naoo Nnoa »oy mo$>i> ^nnn -on nnvo no^o ^ in* n ^ 
Nam iiax i>sr nvaiDa cbiya W"\ wn n^> ^ni dw in dvb na^nn •£ 
nv nan Die Tnoi> n^>i a>xr\ w naoo ia^m inaj? pi njcea n^i 
^a nunxa Hud nya w^ne 'B^ >"m ^'ya jn i>a "j^ya pipa irr^ne 
D^npjn CDJao ^ .Tn nS n" 1 p Ti^ne ^n nam dn rvn ab^> }Vp: 
cjaa i>aiDD mn i"nn noNa »a ^y n^jeo pni D^yjo ^a sinn pun 
•'Nnnai na in p in w ba nyoa incN i^ nn^ oyan tn »a o^ep 
tun nNne> 'a^ naiD nmtra to n\n ^niT'O i>y tn ii> neao nNntr *o 
maj tn iTn ^injn ^n ^n ^na ppc ny nan nicr^ me wn nS ma 
•ri^n n^cn ^ni D'ans nNtrai D^naoon nua mnaa maN^o ney ^n 
n"i>nn dw tic ioa nt 1T.n1 ■'a l^tno aha nu ya bo miyoi name 
Na rNi JNna p"pa tanaai DiTb nunoa nan N3 D"nn natrai o"^nm 
mo ijie«n oy apy nnjo nano -pis pa apy n"nniD ann jNnai> pn 
n"nnio pNjn p ^nh n"nnio ann m:a h^na nno nmnNi ^d 11 
^"an ann W warms noai uwaa naaa uoy moyi Nn^ac pyocr 
rbwo mcN i»3N mpwn no^oa nay mo^ nnta^ mn Nine nair ^nc 
yo*D ^ ,, hn3 "on Vfhn non tnnsi nixon niDji> nn^n nS vb 
«|iD3i no ids wm n&h d^d* 'j 103 nmys nnnpa ^D«m nejo 



280 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

ba ibm nyni e>k 103 nyu ntniv by pix nwx 'a nyia nv any 'j 
vm nub -inx aipob utiud rnnai mew b"3n ann twvn nu »aa 
xoynryb ncy "itrm woipob 3UD nain n'n ayan ?ni ptsw p"pb 
ioa nvaono pirn bi*u nyu py pan be amn w pp nu wn 
iNxim anuo anix wu D'Taano 't6 "fori hpn N3 bkt 'n dd-ib 
-isanb auD cnjo ne>y ibvii rbn nyb dib'T'ji anuc bpw-i bs 
mm moon yao irx Nine> bik big? anpn'' bab met* noa pirn i»a 
maca inx mj>K bai ay xh loxy nx tjd nwi ibe nxaoa b^wk Dye 
anai byai B'oan amx nw 'tv und pn oua*b bik Bit? rron xbi 
nt?y nw m& •'"kn nx "inm pi avn an ids? moyi web xa'c rani 
boao nr Dis Bit? Duab my nbi in*' *6v mu »a bs tin nnrro p 
nna^bi icbjr Nbe inn yao 's nbrc 1 i"n bn3 win nnrm annx 
inu ya ba ay ib*i iTa ib ntw ba np^i inu nx -i«d ,, i i»xyn ib 1 " xbx 
jiv »m urxb Kia^v nain m •'"an tky abyn axa lay runm • nyb 
ba Bj) nun mna i:niN e)wbi nun nx n^nb Bian wib men 
nua naaoi nann Nat? uk msnai 'bin bie> obc xbi ub nex 
ay nyb ib^i ncn nan bv bk nit?yb no ym xbi ib y~in b":a 
ansan yab nann jmtfv u ni>nj nMDb icsv ns Dya» inu ya 
'■'pu'ini my anw jinS anb ib'n a^nsm bum byba ^jk aam 
nwnb a^a vnc? i"as<5? an'naa "vjn anix biB^i pitryb 'uniw 
nx nbm an nnn n^va wn nnDnb invna auon a"y • nyu um« 
xm tpr nw f|« nw pi ^Dy poyn* nwe> '•lbn apy n"nn iuk ye 
bipo bx Nub nun yao ans Bit? unoy n^c *ia yab croc icvya 
<oy noy pi annxa nsj»n cxn p^T 1 k^c ^yi' 'biN be> naacrtr 

/i D i /i D i i^ty loa nno Bipoa 
b"r ypf ^ns? wn TK "^m ncn btt aycbo ixa avn wi 
biNtr idc iTm mtrs ay nua uoy noyc int< nw ay ibn 
nNtrb nsaon c?n "iyiac aipo annx ansab nn^ laW b"t pb«B 

lNin't? BN31 lbl3JD OTVW m BHjb ncn -Itt T>D1 DiTDy jnbi 

nix airyb b"t ypt ux mam tni 'acxna bdt ibun my 
nvii amnn i?33 a^pao vnt? -inDnb ruaa re<n u »n ony by n»m 
yyb msnnnb Bi-p:e> mnsin 3"y nix ism t6v nbu bban by nMD 
'oy poynnb ck pn u xt>i uyya 'n nsn tn 'ibiaao anaba ncn 
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na rpn n^c nyun nnnaa xbv "invn aiam n^e toos-i ^ ni>ei 
3-in ?|i^n tin torne 'n nDna ava dv no noyoru n^n pDyrpe 
pii> np<e ''nv nN^ mini N3c ' 8 [»"x un nex m] puopD |ieoe 
3UD nra pii>n dj*i tusa mjw pi^x tsyo n^i n:op myp3 nya 
i:dd neyi .ivan e-ipw ny nimm m-pnoa r>n pitan ay mypa 
ija pny tvw ^"sy in "oni ^ id'cwi ney pi naon $>y n':ni> .-pd-i 
awy ba pi '•ovy nx rwtt&~b tarvnrb 'nmain ^im aye 3"' p 
a^ian nnsi» iidd mis i»ei b^id tit ^ awao vn npeDm Sotran 
jc dc wn ytn nx^n^ tiddo a\pb main wvi 'oni i-ijd tdi 
y3t53 pxe nwoii nwrn TPtn aysn inix3i rWa pa Dva pa n'-n' 1 
, mxnai> 'mrne na b jnai roam |yD^> 'n ney pi D^na 'n-iKeje 
Ton rpn nyian Bipra in mynn nrnpn nopei nn:i ova bi» no 
yoej aw 'iTi '-ixixni ^e B^an i>a oyoa bind nTn exa nyia 
no nxn nr i>x nr nraxi ynoro rnnt? a'aaen D'un pa nan i>ip 
umxi n3in i-pnan am naJ»3 «nii3 one 'x -iyj noe amrpn icy 
anan but amnviD i:Tiop: np^i i^> t>jji xiaj -ieni> b^dhj BH3y 
T3n jnxi 'oxy nx bdW tux nisi aannn '"hx iva ya 'am^ ixa 
niD'onxn nx-in 11 s6c jaita 19 [»eK"n yaui] ^sa ■nxisb ano tries i>e 
-mm pn -j-n men x: xx cx n^n poxi prn Txiri -mm -mx now 
-jrnx bxw axi -ixaon ye^ dji twan ^ QTian ^a ••jb^ ~in:n Tin 
Nine p?D isaa id^d ^vn Ti^nc ison n^ao ib mox xian nr pxo 
f|y^ fni:n insi wt?y pi wa^ TiBDaa sjiDaa nnyi niNDiB Tic 
nxaon yei» Tinsyi isiy "aval ^xa pm a^n Ti^n 'iai d^in pxh na 
noa mac: nnvyi no-^aa nxcai a^uno nann tiin inii naam 
a^cn Kim no inmene 133 N3 nur6 un^ nc3i> l^a a^ac noai 
an3cnD3 mnc n» li? mn n^c ayoai ai»iy^ a^n uni btid anx an^ 
i>c nu^sn i>y aha tdvc i"y Snjn ^n^ ms i"nn aannn nnvi 
Tnm n^ noi: «mc |i»Nn ^y n^yxc ^ nisi pa ui> nine niTsn 
ncyxc ^ nisi Nn3 ^kc a^ci anaiymniN iktc na lean ^c 
nns b.t>S?. pnwc anyjni nsan *n bv anbtib ^wm pine wo 
"■3^1 ^npnc wep pi ninci pine hpa Nnp^i piysS Bn»3s ^ln^ 
B'oyB n»a wey pi jwin dpcjc aipn ^n 'n nxy rrn nr no mn 

18 Added between the lines. 19 Added between the lines. 



282 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

■•am rpri xbv w ixne ">tb nann anvsb imnnii ^nbw 16 bix 
■otic vitoa nnx tw noa anaai nsre i>y T3n3 na^ -jW ianpo 
vasn onwn 3nsd i*ni> ^y inn ^tb -iaiy 'n nj wtn ~im Dyae ny 
wey nsjea jvW 'jx win ^ n« fnirm pine v^>y wey D'cyw 
"i»in win ^ awi torn 'as nisoa Nnai pnie 'ovy nx ni«nni> nr 
nnao $>n3J Tint«Mi nnnan Ticyn rwinni "ptoso rnn n^on najon 
"mm tro» ernn ntam cwn^ nnaei jniy jn: manna 'ni Tinnwi 
i>y ceo pxi nm nmei i>aiN mpoa wnNi ^nx oy Tia^m ■'"nn )V3i> 
r6nna x'onn wea vm njiexnan nnv d^ik aonai \vn wk»j» "oni ab 
ny -laann nn»a nirnoa 5>ax axna Tya men id nD nen ennn 
isaon p '»bn na-in inoi i^>n ubt? nsaai nto nr nnarfo yuoi) ittae 
xbn hsjd bv nyia n^> iTn dw nee na nn^n '»nn ns^ winx dji 
V3b!j xa xi> ''nn dji hn^ nen "0 .-fann nw bjn hmd ts i>a n»n 
3'aD ni»nj na^n n^n jien ein3 ^ax najon nape taa enn spDai 
xbtt nxe: «i»i 'nam i>a in» ansa ntsaai 'nw nna inoi ir»ipDi> 
'a nniN mapi> lyT 1 *6i cnon Dy payn^ na axe: ifn x^i nex nrx 
161 mvnx anixa i»nj 2$>eni re yaxa nep nrrn pterp spina n*n 
lnnai D'ab 1X3 coyai DYinn taw d<3kt 1X31 :6e3 k^>n Dmx ids 
-ine> nioea Dy D^nn nnva \m cnoej i>y Dn^ 'n J?em \a Dnw 
nsta no b"i hse naa nr si>K '« Die ^>"n no n^ wnaa bs '»pnvn 
no N^e naiB$> n'n it dji i?"aa) nen vtraw inN D^tnn ^e 10a nsjon 
D^oea ^na nioy nx*u v^a tnna N'onn i>e *pinai ui>e n*aa 
"■yao nan sine in»N e 1 d-'d' 1 enn ny noyi nxo ny maa nnro nxa 
nann ^ax nso npn «imna awsh nsn^e jnyae tsycip snpae 
non^o nennnj njen nrae .Tn pi nwy nann^ iniN nna d^jjdxn 
nann nmnn '"nn ?ininn ntai n*:nn ny nope vb\ oSya n^na 
innoNi "'Dsyo , nnniyn3 y«i nann mmnD ney iwjj ba n^sm 
■»ai>i *313K nya »a nmn nio^ 'nin' i>e n^np ,nptti» n,W nsin y«e 
ooya nos in^ii D'" i p «i»i l, jn' , t53n i"sni uoy vrnn bnan n*3pne 
onnnm nrm pnyD^ icy tun t^i"^ D3D1D3 n^n i'nki DinniN 1N3 
^n t6w 'snw b dwW ley x^e n'n y:»3.ni D'oya noa ney p 
•>nn d^dp D'333 rtaitao nn\n us nes n^on no ^y m&w '•d rs 
nmy ^ nam wu n^irt $>a ny 'n«n ^:n '•"nno ywe omp nns ni>^ 
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"b wcy pi "pnx pnnn naa pea b 'meyi ybst D'xnpan D'eaa 
Di'n mxne Diipi '"xx '3 cam xi>p naaa3 nwaina '!> 'nnpi>i ^ni> 

3b6 '"XX X331 DC TOC '3X1 p"D'"!>Pn »"«6«i> 1Wt» DipD^> TV^n 

abnc aem Mini ovn mxn -i'xn xh inn mn p'*iy p'o^ea 
mmc^ pinn ^3 'asx 'ax 'is mox '3xi v^ana nmi ne6 an n'3n» 
''mix nain dws dp vm min iid& na m^>y i^in 'aax nex Tina 
iya 'axe «|x b& aits pmn i>y oi>ia imxn nns map^> ixae d'-uhd 
n-nna ^n: din '«m 'tana »a icy "•an^in^ '"x 'ax 'aa i^m ;op 
any 'axe 'sh wbinb nest* 'x -i»xi 'ax 3'en tx duid D'eyo3i 
T"ivn i>a 'oxyo 'i> wan n»a 'noan ii> ww ?x nxo ny imu mpm 
nnae Dyan ?x naa a"a -npn mn a"ayx ioy 'aa'i>ini mnnn rx im^ 
D'aan "pni> nra nnm baa aben 'a mpa no vi"n xhr oyoa D'cya 
laW nyea pny nmpyb coo non nann mm '3x^> iflna nys mni 
'nibei 'iai D3na ny D'on "pni> DX'an |Dene "p-non noxe Tina 
dp mn npx notan n'33 warn p'aopnxm; ty '3yam ppta px mso 
nam ptidi 'Via 'oy i\db i"nnm inc apyY'nn nop topi mm 
•rotan nopx3 nnp^> pny nym xi>p p'a-im mas 'p-iai rnaxn 
tx mil nnap nymp eyon Dai ao'n nnpi' yn»i> x^>p ppx-in 
open onx mn ah pap mn ^"an iD^one ieb nxe ty i>na nyxa 
pn »3Td!> xh nnyon jpn^ yr xi? i'ax i:ca uyva wan njn i>yai 
max 'pnai maxn oyoi jnaen ^c nnitsam rrwnn bv D'oyon j«»3 
ami >yiD^>BO ntaxn nana npim ncpo Dyan rs to 'n«n 'm< ^>3n 
hna noan 'xnia mn nn 'nrone' ny pine nana -bv wb D'»ya naa 
nac 'x mxo dc 'moyi nnyon D'acin pn D'oicn onofen bx 
omc .mn D'Jicxin D'cnn w waa tx 'n^at<i non 'vn ny N'onn 
none jot ntaai naa b& mn hnon naio none b ?n: D'^jy 
mcx Dai paiam 'ay .mn xin 'a noo ntan ntmi 'noaia maa D'i^ayn 
naia b Diac onaa bw Da Dni> l^axn '^1 Dosy^ D'aita onat 6ax 
dc "b mn xi> tio^j "\vi 'n«n 'axi xaioDsxn p^ai nso ny cxnn 
dxi 'nix 1W1 'ax mrna wain m>npn 'aa i»ai i>xiai anp Die 
vay tx wm nxo »mna ix n^yin irx *b mn neax mao 'n»n 
nnox dx ])v mmc 'nacm 'n nan by nni xmi ixd iy nn ^>aci 

.dc taipi" a"a xmi xoinan 20 
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oyan tki jvm ?k mn t6 inborn non ^xna , "sno t«ae> ny uia 
1^ mm pijDBnNfu j»r ire novi $>"r pew n"-in **kr 5>b> wj jhm 
»aiyo jm man oy "VD^n mn ton Da i"v tujjd Ytoa ioe> 'n p 
i"d3 nt* '•"nn jDt<n a"Bys inis e>nae wn "oni os^ ion todi 
db>i mho px etantye p"p$> warn p^accntaD •onph i**" 1 tmjjd 
^djjs mo <mn jvm ti^ki mtcwa win ,, ae> ok noo Tinspo b 
iDtn njn byn aio note oen na-iin dn nx bt<w Vnna .-6jm 
cnno mx icah iona naao paob nDaaai snnao omo Vimo 
na^n -noi>i> niypaa ^aoo nnv iyr dh o ^a ya 'a wpi D'xa tanaa 
Dyan mn nti nta d^jjd nym xi> 'ax o "ooo a~in ibd niBDin 'ma oy 
wxn "odd rvmns vn nan om na-non nra iioi>S> n^nnnt? 'an 
mx rvxn nr i>yi dp anaon mn na manD naa D^^m cynp omnaai 
nonpar' twin o «na nxp oyoac ny n^annai dwm ik» ny 
onb nxap ma rm ono maa -pi inv amai vay itna> '•si' mx mat? 
ids? mn 'n hrta "oa DifM vn nosm osai '•a wp nmmax S|N1 
Ti-ianc v^yo yno nma^> vi aw pny wma pi>xa inya ja pnx 
n»B> *b norms i*s» nn na psb ja paim 102*1 bna yaico 'x mn taai 1a 
>ato abvh nna nx ma moyai> ton nai nmn bya nny nvni> nat 
'n nain niyao b vn mk doio n^yoi nmna pidjj^ •&& Tiaia 
nam t?tn utjai npip ny $>an ?|a» 'a ma prw »a '^Sn ^ tae> 
^a i»xy ya^ nxn xh iai> spno .vn aim ps mn ^a bw»d 
saan B»n ama mn si> Nim xaan en nrw tn vix mn ^1 D^iyta 
deto n^n ppn mbai pprppa oyo »dj> i»^i nnai' nxn n^ icvyai 
nes 1^ run tq>^po Tb n .vn mm 'x niDn 10^ inp^> n^npni 
nai>n iams 10b Nim nnon ba no^eno na^ai nyn rfadoi nT'Dn 
levy ya" 1 nwi -idid omi 'n nNT" iai> rrmb nnti maDin K'T'B nai 
nnaon mp^ym ip^n nw i!> net* ima pso i?aa ^ niD^ nain 
mo^ n» nht nt6ro ind ^ vnu> ono^on bin "b Kin n*n jicNnn 
u>n ny nio^ ana xi> Nin oa o mo^ra nann nm ttb ?ny ~\x nsxyo 
atoa bin n"n ^ni bna pap mm ^m niDyai' mn ton nai xaan 
intrx ny ntytnn noi>»nnrn ao"nn natr ppa a'nsi «i"nnn bz min 
ian»b tayoi Dnniash on^^nij D^aano vm n^aa own vm ^o^a 
n^nnn a"Byt< maoin ^a nyio -odd ivatap naD»i ]bin naDoa 
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• D^enn '31 dw *n«8> sponryos o&> wayi *oxye roai>n nxp py!* 
pi'Nsh twa^nobi ccnryoi) pnyo m^npo trw win isa Dysn r« 
Tnrn nysn misai w»ii Ty dn ma^ ^xyonn K3&> non^nn woo 
d^3 rawKnao nnv Snj nyxa spinn !>a db> wiojn sidkii$> »3k irai* 
*i3jn5> ny dijb •'yim pry ^ins wm 5>injn »m '»bk nu ^3 So yipvn 
nunc in? nwon •■nyr xi>i imp i"b j3 m wr jxnsS> *ro^m spw.n 
ne>o 'n ion 'a Te>y S>xx wna rtDnsn tinso a'eyx ntanj ntanpi 
yoo nan nnv rpis6 oonx vn ^»nt< d»jbp D^a '3 b irm max^j 
moy^ ini'3'' xb) ohyo nr ww n^ »jki nynai noana onix np"^ 
TDm spn nan yai» nwo mpo 'n nnpn a"nx oyo for n^n Dnoy 
wna a": '•oy ~Kbv mae^p'OB pn ps 'i ?nn onno -Tnmo n"n 
pawl '"W *i"nna p yo nyjn db> nvn 'n "wy te p nn^n iS> n\m 
np n\m 1300 nnv px i*n a*B3 jn* bw nfj p nyani noxo 
^3 mno> kS>e> na 'n nry nvi nhyn fern ioxS iot6 tpp p paisoi 
row woi non »e»* ion'1 vaxi imoS> ray nirn$> pi »i> mx nvt ubi 
oyoa W33 "nnoyi dSik ans wbtb dpi 3rni not? oipo 3innS> pn 
So wnn t6 tpxran nyna imp 'a rnix wjn non n>m d'jp w 
n\m ^y nwo me» n\n nS> 'niJiya Sox dw '3 jniNa auyn ns» , o'' 
•oa^ini avfi bv pen nan Ton »5» d^tbdo vhb> o*yi onan ^ 
d^3d u«n d'Siji tm^ omra noa tm nyn niy i^m orrama 
nn^n pin^ai iaa no bw onan »didb»b3 cyinyn 'B>yoi i»ana pr 
n^ *a aix % n^an ntc 'nacnc ly ioi> i^oa nr Dana ntanai 
nvn 3n msfe i3^> niNn nnN*eimi> pi nW>i nv jorn nr b 'nyoB* 
nxpi 2 ' Dmnc naa ^31^ nniya ^yo >wy amnan n'3n oy wn 
nnv pN ttti ha^si ji»y nnb n'n dji mp J*ao nnv nn^ vn nno 
ni>sN3 mya T\J?n on^amai ■'"sn njnn Dnoy ••man nr i&ii 1300 
nnyjn v» in xm>b n^^a px inn nw ms? , naB'n ynx n^i ""jn on 
msn de> .Tn ni>3NB' rvsa dj nox3i 'imyja tivb'jn nr6xn nn 
p« 'raw Dntf bv maanoi nunpn b& nax^on w anyj nyT 
ywai ram pnn ayai Da omax idc nvi Di-ri'y *N3n n^n e»n-ii 
rx ui'a iy3i ^rx npn nno pan nroi nro ina pnoi n'33 "b nx-u 
n^n -bit "b ncs nan nyi rxo oSyo nnv thwvi n^b» dw i>e» pe'nn 
.N"y r** pp nyio 'y 21 
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nny nyai nija ns»a na-in o^a t^id wn wia ntrx ts ok ^ jma 
noano rmjn any w vrmjn nnyi n!>iyn wuy bo e>nai> bv "n«n 
ntn a^iyn wy !>aD cme^ jiwi ncs ^nb>j xh &n wern nym 
ttpnv w ^in oya *fonh ne>N np^ aic "w ^ini p yiN t6 i>3N 
nt $>y njyo nays 'noi -ity^ ^ n^nne* b^n tmi ninn nm D'oan 
TutPD )«pNB>a jwia n13"b> piDaa is Diiro in jd^d nm *"y yjnvt? 
••nab a"nN : jdn n^si nu 'n yam pioa b piDB puTi^ Wn in 

WPT UN PT B»ND (?) DnST DBN V UN njTWD N^B> N . . tt . ai> 

Itwa 'may dpi 'mm nrn ^ jro NJNnaa in n^n ^"t 3py -i"nn 
v^nnn oen NpNip p"p3 ww hu^oai mn nnx3 wm aw 'j 
bw nNTi aw db6 tid^ b> niNam -ipi by bipb miynn^ 

.nawn urn 

r>iSD3i mira poiy nvr6 Hnt?ni> »nmj nwo b> ^m *inN myu 'n 

.ywa bind nnv 
bo oyoh p^mn^i poiNpa pwb n^b> 'n*vo aw a"» p wwa '3 

."lcaNT in» b pint? wd 
itd nuynni> mn ny b nawn bya nvni> wu '-\ ja wwa 'j 
*6e> rwz iniN vnnn a"nN S>3« nuynni> -mint? jota m av 
.-iiNon muo -ibd jus niyii> amsow no WNn n^ -,, nyT 
bsb niyt? 'a dn u dvh |d b3^> Ni?tr wo rut? n"t whbo 'n 
nrN in D'miN 1U3 dw 3"nn naN^pa in naba in n!>n "invn 

.mxD pDy 
^d nncn -myo nvnb innBW "n33 ^nbp ibn n3B>a iiyi («V/) 'i 
. Wna wrnnm TiDnni 'm:iya »rn3y a'DNB* Djn raw dv> 

.nwni) \>)J? aw bv bnoni> n^p ^nmj my 't 
hen: N3 Twtwyfb tinu mip isnipo mx du TiisyB's my 'n 
"■nbp n':n rot? jvd t"a n^^n Dmp p"py nt nrn uniN yi3oi> 
nnn ^nji d"3D-in posrw i>"T woan n3n ^a a^ 3^3 yv&rb 
,tb& 3b a^n m iny^ pa-n wpn ba Tirana pipno nvni>i 
-iK»aN dn nc?N np^ nann hnpn^ ^n~n: mpb p'pa ^m in^n^a 't3 
.nsid "ri'ew nann tit'k bN wt$>y pi nj^n Nvnc amp 

.D^cnp cmpn^ni n'tyy '» 
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Translation. 

I can trace my family tree for only four generations. 
I learned from my grandfather Jacob that his father 
Abraham ha-Levi had come to Bohemia from Poland as a 
young man possessed of considerable scholarly attainments. 
He married in Kolin, Bohemia, and died soon after the birth 
of his son Jacob, my grandfather. As the latter was left 
an orphan in childhood, he did not know from which city 
his father had come and to what family he belonged. 
My grandfather married Lieble, the daughter of Kalman 
of Bisenz, who was the son-in-law of R. Eliezer Perels, the 
author of the book Damesek Eliezer, a commentary on the 
Sefer ha-Kanah, as well as other works. His son was 
Moses Kuskes. This whole family lived in Prague. My 
grandfather had many sons, but they all died early, and 
only my father, Abraham ha-Levi, and two daughters, 
Rebekkah and Pessel, were spared. My father devoted 
himself to the study of the Torah in his youth, being an 
only son, and he showed acumen and skill in talmudic 
debates which brought him recognition from prominent 
men and scholars. They married him to a girl of a very 
prominent family, Gnendel, the daughter of R. Jehezkel of 
Chelm, in Little Poland. The latter, my grandfather, died in 
Poland before the times of the terrible persecutions under 
Chmielnicki, and my grandmother, Nuhah, remained a 
widow with three sons and two little daughters. I was 
told that she was a good, energetic, and clever woman, 
and supported her family comfortably up to the time 
of the great uprising throughout Poland, when she fled 
with them to Nikolsburg, Moravia, to her brother, the 
famous R. Menahem Mendel Krochmal, the author of the 

u a 
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responsa 'Semah Saddik', who was then Rabbi of that 
community and of the whole of Moravia. In his house my 
mother was brought up. When he died his son R. Judah 
Loeb succeeded him, and he married my mother to my 
father, and gave her a large dowry as if she had been his 
own daughter. He arranged the wedding splendidly, and 
my father then brought her to his house. At the time 
he lived in Meseritsch, Moravia. My grandfather, Jacob 
ha-Levi, was then rich and prosperous. My grandmother, 
his wife, was very pious and charitable, and went every 
morning and evening to the synagogue ; and so was my 
mother Gnendel even in a higher degree ; she was, more- 
over, a very intelligent woman. My father continued to 
study the Torah. Three or four years after the wedding, 
in the winter, the Mohammedans and Tartars swept over 
Moravia to destroy it, and all fled in confusion and terror 
to Bohemia. My grandfather, who was a rich man, lost 
nearly all his property, so that but very little of their 
fortune remained in their hands. My grandfather, his wife, 
two daughters, and my father and mother with the rest 
of the family remained in Bohemia. They finally came 
to Lichtenstadt, where my father secured a post as 
an elementary Hebrew teacher. He remained there 
for a few years, then he returned and found his house 
entirely empty. My mother then showed her ability in 
supporting the family by her own efforts, and started to 
manufacture brandy out of oats in a copper alembic, 
as was the custom in those parts. This was hard labour, 
but she succeeded. In the meantime my father pursued 
his studies. One day a holy man, R. Loeb, the Rabbi of 
Trebitsch, whose authority extended over Meseritsch, where 
my father lived, came to our town and stayed in our house. 
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When he saw the troubles of my mother, his cousin, he 
had pity on her, and gave my father some gold and silver 
merchandise, such as rings, to get him used to trade in 
an honest and intelligent way. My father was successful 
and did a good business. Incidentally this brought him 
the acquaintance of the Count who owned the city. The 
latter liked him, and turned over to him the ' Branntwein- 
haus' (distillery) in which they were working with seven 
great kettles, and he gave him servants to do the work and 
grain to prepare brandy. For this my father paid him 
at the end of the year a specified amount, in addition to 
paying a certain percentage of the income in taxes, as was 
customary. From that time he became prominent. My 
mother bore him first a daughter who died, then three 
sons, my rich and prominent brother Kalman, my poor 
self, and a son Moses, who died during the year after his 
mother's death. 

When my mother was at last able to rest from her hard 
work, she fell sick in consequence of the heat and the 
fumes of the brandy, and she died at the age of thirty-four 
years. There was no one in our town or outside of it who 
was like her in wisdom, piety, and charity. She died on 
a Sabbath, the 24th of Iyar 543a (May 21, 1672). I was 
then four years old, and my older brother seven. In the 
course of the next year my father married again a great 
lady, Freidel, the daughter of R. Meir, the Shohet from 
Vienna. At the same time he gave his sister Pessel to his 
brother-in-law Samuel for a wife, so that they made an 
exchange. The wife of my father was herself still a young 
child who did not know how to bring us up in cleanliness 
as is necessary with little boys, nor could she properly 
care for us when we were sick. We have to thank God 
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and the help of our grandmother Lieble, and her good 
daughters, that we grew up at all. Even so little Moses, 
who was only one year old, died. 

After my mother's death my father began to strive for 
prominence and power, for as long as my mother lived she 
kept him back and reproved him as a mother does with 
her son. His father also, may God forgive him, was all 
his life hot-tempered and quarrelsome, and from him my 
father, if I may be forgiven for saying so, had partly in- 
herited the same temperament, for he was still young and 
had not gone as an exile to foreign countries as I did. But 
he found his match, who paid him back in his own coin. 
For there arose against him wicked men with whom my 
father had quarreled for years, and who had fallen under 
his power through his influence with the Count. Now the 
Count sold his property after three years and went to war 
against the enemies in foreign lands. He left my father 
in the hands of another Count who had bought the town ; 
but the latter was not as favourable to my father as the 
former. My father thought it was the other way, and he 
relied on a broken reed to combat his enemies. These, 
however, were numerous and more cunning and deliberate, 
for my father at that time was hasty in all his actions, and 
sometimes transacted his business without taking proper 
counsel and consideration, and he planned great under- 
takings to increase his wealth and honour, but it turned 
out the other way. His enemies ruined his reputation 
with the Count. The latter made charges against him in 
connexion with the ' Branntweinhaus ' and other business 
matters, and put him into prison for two months. Since 
the first Count was far away, nothing could be done to 
save my father, and he had to give up half his wealth in 
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order to be released. On this occasion his enemies wreaked 
their revenge on him, saying, 'when the ox has fallen, 
sharpen the knife ' (Shabbat 32) ; and they urged the Count 
to expel my father, together with his old father Jacob, 
from his property. The Count did so. He expelled my 
father in Tammuz 5435 (1675), while my grandfather fled 
in secret, for he owed money to many gentiles and could 
not pay them. I was at that time seven years old. My 
father found a temporary shelter in the town of Humpoletz, 
a town of wool-weavers, and he traded there for a year, 
while I was cut off from study and good deeds and left 
to myself. He then went to a village, Wostrow(?), for 
the Count had in the meantime returned from the military 
expedition and bought this village, and my father followed 
him there. As for myself, I was constantly going back 
in my studies as well as in manners and conduct. After 
a while my father decided to send me to Prague, which 
was a day's journey. My older brother was also there ; 
it was winter then, and I was nine years old. There, too, 
I did nothing, for my father did not know how to arrange 
matters properly, and in his endeavour to save money he 
placed me for a small sum in charge of a teacher, who 
took little care of me, while I needed great attention if 
I were to be taught with any success. At that time my 
power of comprehension and my memory were weak as 
a result of illness. I was full of ulcers, and the meals I ate 
were very unwholesome for me, for it is the custom in 
Prague to eat at the midday meal peas and millet with a 
little butter, which proved very injurious to me. But nobody 
looked out for me to give me medical treatment. Although 
my father came several times to Prague he did not notice 
this. I gratefully remember R. Loeb Fleckeles, who gave 
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me meals in his house and kept me for about six months 
for a small sum, my father paying him about six gulden 
a month. He wished me to be a companion for his son 
Simon who was then five years old, and I helped him 
by taking him to school and going over his lessons with 
him. At that time I was very humble and ready to be 
a slave to everybody, and to do anything I was ordered. 
If my father only had left me in this house, I would have 
become used to good manners and learned a little more 
than in the village of Wostrow among the country people. 
My father, however, wished to save money and took me 
home ; my older brother was there at the time also. He 
thought that he himself would teach us, and my brother, 
who was thirteen or fourteen years old, actually learned from 
him haggadic literature, such as Rashi and Midrashim, as 
well as the laws of Shehitah ; but I needed a special teacher. 
My father started to teach me Gemara Sotah once or twice, 
though I had never before studied Talmud or even Mishnah. 
Thus a long time passed by without my learning anything, 
until I became a thorn in my own eyes and even more 
so in the eyes of my father, because I was a boor brought 
up in dirt without any cleanliness, for the lack of a mother ; 
and I remember that at the age of eleven I ran around 
barefooted and without trousers, and no one cared. My 
father then had many little children, for his wife bore him 
almost every year a son or a daughter. I am sure that 
if anybody had announced my death to him at that time 
he would have thought this good news, for he considered 
me ignorant and good for nothing, so that my existence 
was a burden to him. My brother was a strong boy who 
did hard work in the slaughter-house and made himself 
otherwise useful, while I was oppressed by all the members 
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of the house ; everybody ordered me around ; this con- 
tinued for two years, 5438-9 (1678-9). In 5440 (1680) 
a plague broke out in Bohemia, and especially in Prague. 
From that city the Rabbi, R. Jacob Backofen (Reischer), 
the author of Minhat Jakob, came with his wife Jettel and 
her sister Freidel, the daughters of the Rabbi, R. Wolf ben 
Rabbi Simon Spira ; and they stayed with us in our house 
in the village. I still remember the great modesty of that 
scholar who was willing to take the trouble to teach me 
like a school teacher. But his wife, who domineered over 
him, did not permit him to carry out his good intention. 
In the course of Tammuz I fell sick, and the symptoms 
of the plague became apparent. For three days and nights 
I had high fever, and was near death. Then a swelling 
broke out behind my ear on the neck which burned like 
fire, and all the members of the family became frightened. 
The Rabbi and his wife noticed it, and fled from our house 
to the house of his uncle in Wotitz. The plague was then 
raging all around our village, and the Count established 
a ' lazaretto ', i.e. a small wooden house of two rooms in the 
midst of a big forest about a mile away from his castle. 
If some one fell sick in one of the villages he was driven out 
of his house with all his belongings, and had to go into that 
forest. The Count had set aside an open space some yards 
wide all around his castle, which only those living in the 
castle were permitted to approach. He only kept very few 
people in his castle, and enclosed himself in there, and 
never left it with his people. He admitted no outsider 
except my father, who was clever, and with whom he liked to 
talk, and he wanted him to appear before him and stay 
with him most of the day. He had ordered my father 
to act in the same way, and to forbid his family to leave 
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the house or to admit strangers. He also told him that 
if, God forbid, a member of his own family should fall 
sick, he should not conceal it, but of his own accord should 
leave the house and go with everything into the forest. 
He warned my father that if he were to find out that my 
father had concealed such a thing he would permit the 
gentiles to burn the house down with all the inmates in it. 
When my father now realized that he had the plague 
in his house he was very much upset, and did not know 
what to do. To carry out the order of the Count and 
to go with his family into the forest would involve grave 
danger, for the fact would become known to the inhabitants 
of the villages, who are mostly wicked men, thieves, and 
murderers, lying in wait for the blood and the property of 
Jews. Even in the cities they love to oppress and rob them 
in their houses, how much greater then was the danger 
of their coming to murder us in the forest. He, therefore, 
decided to hide me in the garret, asking his father Jacob 
ha-Levi to take care of me, which he did, although he was 
an old man himself. He tended me so carefully that no 
other member of the household needed to come to the room 
in which I stayed, hoping that this perhaps might prevent 
the plague from attacking others. In this way he stayed 
with me about six days. But one day slanderers came 
to the Count and reported they had seen my grandfather 
with another Jew, a certain Saul Pollack, who lived in our 
house with his wife, go together to other villages in which 
the plague was raging to trade there. At once the Count 
decreed the expulsion of both from his territory at the risk 
of jeopardizing their lives if they should be seen there again. 
Then my grandfather was compelled to leave me alone 
on my sick-bed, for it was dangerous to hide, as they would 
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have searched for him in all the rooms, and if I had 
been discovered it would have involved danger for all. 
Therefore both had to leave the territory under the eyes 
of the Count. But God took pity on my suffering, seeing 
that there was no one to attend to me, and sent me full 
recovery, and what was particularly fortunate, the abscess 
did not open again when there was no one to take care 
of me, but it went down daily by the grace of God. For 
there happened to come to us the brother of my father's 
wife, R. Samson of Kamnitz, who told my father how to 
prepare a plaster from the white of an egg with a little 
alum, about the size of a nut. Both of these had to be 
stirred quickly and carefully in a little kettle until it turned 
solid. He followed this advice. The plaster was handed 
to me from a distance and I put it on, although I was only 
a boy of twelve and sick, for I had been compelled to 
devise ways of how to take proper care of myself. Similarly 
they brought my meals to the top of the staircase, and 
put them down near the door of the staircase, which they 
closed at once. I had to get up from my bed to take 
them. I lay there alone day and night, and at that time 
I saw apparitions and dreamed dreams. That I remained 
alive was against the laws of nature. God in his mercy gave 
me strength so that I improved from day to day, the fever 
left me, and only the place of the swelling was burning 
like fire, and my whole face was red. One day, however, 
our gentile neighbours, who noticed my absence, began 
to say to one another : ' See what these Jews did ; one 
of their children evidently died of the plague, and they 
have concealed it.' As trusty servants of the Count we 
ought to go and tell him, and take our revenge on the 
Jews. When this rumour reached the ears of our family, 
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my father cleverly ordered me to dress, to fold a linen 
cloth around my neck, and put it on in such a way that 
the redness could not be seen. He urged me to be 
courageous, and asked me to go through the garden, over 
the fields, and to return along the river, passing, the houses 
of the gentiles and the castle. If somebody were to ask 
me whence I came I should answer that I was coming from 
school, that I had stayed with a teacher in the village of 
Menain (?) two miles away, and had felt the desire to come 
home. I did so and, thank God, I ran and jumped like 
a young deer, passed the castle and the village, and was 
seen by many Christians, who were thus put to shame, 
and their scheme failed. Many of our neighbours came 
to the store to tell my father : ' Your son whom we thought 
dead has returned.' He answered them, 'You are dead, 
but we live for ever ' ; they almost revealed to him what 
had been in their minds. My father further showed his 
cleverness by telling my older brother to put a ladder 
to our fruit-tree in the garden and ordering me to ascend 
the tree nearest the street of the village so that all 
passers-by should see that I was well. He also ordered 
me to be playful with the village-children, to throw fruits 
into their faces, and to call at them and jest with them. 
I obeyed and laughed while my heart felt bitter. Thus 
it was through God's counsel that the rumours stopped. 
I repeated this several times, but I could not appear before 
them often, lest they should notice the change in my 
appearance, for I never used to go with a neckcloth before, 
and now it was already some days since I had returned 
from my journey. Once I saw a gentile going before me 
with his hand on his cheeks, for he suffered from toothache, 
and his face looked drawn ; I jestingly remarked, ' Woe 
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unto you, I am afraid you suffer from the plague.' I said 
this to show how healthy and merry I was, following my 
father's order. But he answered back, 'You have the 
plague yourself; remove that cloth from your neck, and 
the swelling will be seen underneath.' I was frightened and 
hid myself, but God made the gentiles blind and forgetful. 

After a month I came down to the house and mingled 
with my brothers and sisters as before, participating in the 
common meals, and no one paid attention to it. I grew 
stouter and stronger after this. In the year 5441 (1680) 
in the beginning of the month of Tishri, the plague stopped 
in Prague, but in the rest of Bohemia it spread to such 
an extent that people became tired of keeping away from 
one another. In our village many even among the people 
of the castle fell sick and died. My sister Leah, who was 
then six years old, got the swelling characteristic of the 
plague, but it was not so dangerous, even though it became 
public, since the Count had become weary of taking pre- 
cautions, and my father did not come to him. At the end 
of Kislew the plague stopped, but in Heshvan the plague 
had raged around our neighbourhood, and many Jews died 
from it. In some villages all the male population died out, 
and only a few women were left. No one was there to 
take charge of the dead, who could not be buried, for it 
was winter and the earth was as hard as marble, and there 
was a heavy snowfall in those parts ; so they only covered 
them with snow, and often wolves came and ate the corpses, 
and sometimes dogs scratched the snow off the bodies. 
May God have pity on their souls, and may they be bound 
up in the bundle of life with the other righteous. In 
our house, thank God, no one died. Only the afore- 
mentioned Saul died from the plague two months after 
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the Count had expelled him, so that even this turned out 
to our good, for in this way he did not die in our house. 

In the winter of 5441 (1 680-1), in the month of Kislew, 
a great column was seen in the sky towards east, which 
was very high, and remained for a month. Some claimed 
that it was a natural phenomenon called ' comet ', which 
sometimes appears in a very cold winter, but the astronomers 
explained it in various ways, and so it happened that in 
this year a new great world war (the Turkish war) started, 
which did not end till 5458 (1698). 

In this winter my father made great profits, and was 
successful in all his transactions with various kinds of 
merchandise. From my own impulse I made up my mind 
to go to some Jewish community to study Torah. For 
I was ignorant, and God had shown his great mercy to us. 
My father promised, but did not keep his word ; I often 
saw guests come (with whom my father went away) and 
he had promised to take me with him to Moravia, but he 
changed his mind. This happened several times, and the 
obstacle was that the necessary clothing for me was not 
ready, as no one looked upon me with kindness. My 
father's wife had her hands full with her own little ones. 
One night before my father was to leave I was awake the 
whole night sewing for myself sheepskins which are called 
Pels, and I made a kind of a long gown for underwear, and 
something for my feet. I took secretly some shirts so 
that my father should not notice anything, and before 
daybreak I went to the place where the sleigh was pre- 
pared for my father, and stayed there. When he came 
it was still dark before daylight, and when he noticed 
me he thought the house-dog was there, and he wanted to 
kick him away. I then said, ' Father, this is thy son who 
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is ready to serve thee on the way which I take in order 
to study.' There were many strangers present, business 
men, who had come to buy wool. They saw my good 
resolve, though I was very young, and urged my father 
to take me along ; they were sure I would become a great 
scholar and a good man. My father then answered that 
it was impossible to take me along, for I had no proper 
clothing and it was very cold. I then showed my clever- 
ness, how I had prepared for myself everything necessary for 
the journey. He finally agreed and took me along ; but 
the cold was so severe that several times I thought I was 
going to die ; the snow was falling and the wind blew it 
into our faces, and it caused my father great pain ; it was 
literally like the sacrifice of Isaac when they (he and 
Abraham) were on the way, and as the Midrash (Tanhuma, 
Vayyera, § 23, Yalkut) tells us Satan brought them into the 
water up to their throat, &c. But those who are travelling 
for the fulfilment of a Miswah suffer no harm (Pesahim 
8 b), and we reached Herschmanik. I was left there in 
the house of a teacher, R. Jacob from Gaja, and he 
started to study with me Rashi, Midrash, other haggadic 
texts, and the Sayings of the Fathers. He noticed that 
I could not read properly through the fault of my first 
teacher, who had not instructed me well. The little I had 
known I had forgotten, and I was in great trouble, for the 
new teacher was of an irritable temper, and had neither 
composure nor common sense. He hit me and put me 
to shame, but did not make good my deficiency, and only 
taught me the melodies for the readings from the Torah and 
the Haftarahs and a little Haggada and the Sayings of the 
Fathers. I asked questions and searched in the haggadic 
passages, but as he often laughed at me I stopped. This 
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was surely a grave mistake, but the teachers are foolish, 
and do not realize the harm they do. 

I remained with him from Adar i, 5441 (1681) till the 
middle of Tammuz, boarding in his house. During the first 
two months, when he had to slaughter calves, he gave me 
good meals, the spleen and part of the liver, but when 
the time of slaughtering calves had passed, my meals 
became worse and worse, for poor though he was, he was 
rather fastidious, and he and his wife ate the good things 
themselves and gave me coarse village bread, which caused 
me severe headaches and stomach trouble. I was there all 
alone with no relative near ; all the townspeople noticed my 
appearance and questioned me ; if I had told them it might 
have helped a little, but I was very modest and humble 
and God-fearing, and I thought it would be a sin to rebel 
against my teacher. In the middle of Tammuz, while the 
teacher was away from home, my father came in company 
with his brother-in-law, Samson, and stayed for some time 
in the town. His brother-in-law had a son Sender, who 
studied together with me and knew all my troubles. He 
told my father everything, and although I contradicted him, 
my father believed Sender and took me away from 
Herschmanik and brought me to Meseritsch, my birth- 
place, where all my family on my father's side lived ; here 
my two aunts were married, and I had my meals in the 
house of my aunt Pessel and her husband Samuel, the 
brother of my stepmother. There was also there a good 
and intelligent teacher, Mordecai from Brod. I went to 
minyan (became Bar-Miswah) on Sabbath Nahamu ; they 
furnished me with new clothes, and boys of the same age who 
knew more than I did were jealous of me. They could 
follow the teacher in the study of Talmud with Tosafot which 
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I did not know before, and only began for the first time to 
study here. They were younger and went in torn clothes 
and rags, as it was usual in those parts. Therefore they 
annoyed me and tried to disgrace and insult me, so that 
I became almost weary of my life. The women of the 
community all praised me because I was modest and 
treated them with respect ; that was another cause of 
jealousy. Their parents also were jealous of my father 
and myself; some of them were really bad, one Aaron, the 
son of Berl Pollack, I am sure is still hated by the people 
for his wicked deeds, which I had occasion to observe ; the 
other, Jonathan ben Lipman ben David, a big lunatic, is now, 
I believe, a scholarly man. Sometimes he would be friendly 
with me. My intentions were to devote myself exclusively 
to study and good deeds, but there were many obstacles ; 
I suffered from sickness, I had boils on my whole body and 
headaches, my schoolmates were wild and ill-mannered, 
and our teacher flattered us and never wanted to exert 
himself; what I needed was a regular tutor, but he never 
employed assistants, nor did he take pains himself. He 
taught me a little part of Kiddushin. At the end of the 
summer he left the place, and the community engaged 
in his place the pious R. Lazar of Cracow, who was married 
to a pious, sensible, intelligent woman, and gifted with 
all good qualities. He taught us Talmud and Tosafot, 
she taught us the fear of God and a virtuous life. He 
took great pains to teach me. May he be praised and 
rewarded for it. He of all my teachers was the one who 
gave me the key and taught me more than all those I had 
before or after, except what I studied for myself. Still 
the whole situation was far from satisfactory, for he too 
failed to employ an assistant, and sometimes he fell sick ; 
he was also very irascible, while I suffered from headaches 
VOL. VIII. x 
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during the whole winter. In the summer 544a (1683) the 
old teacher returned with his wife Bliimele; they had 
no children, and flattered the pupils and their parents. 
We learned with him a little of Hullin and small treatises 
of Moed without Tosafot ; moreover, I already began 
to study a little Talmud for myself. Altogether I stayed 
in Meseritsch two years and two months. Then many 
Jews from Moravia came to Meseritsch, Trebitsch, and 
Polna on account of the war, for the Turks came to 
besiege Vienna. I then returned to our house at Wostrow, 
and stayed there the whole winter in greater discomfort 
than ever. Everybody, including my older brother, ill- 
treated me ; I was still sick and looked bad till the winter 
had passed. Then, at the age of fifteen, I went to Prague, 
with no knowledge of the life in a large community. In 
spite of this I found maintenance in the house of a rich 
man, Moses Ginzburg, who had two little boys. They 
really needed a tutor better fitted than I was to guide 
them in study and understanding. I had never tried this 
before, and could only stay with them a short time. Then 
God sent me a happy chance, for the scholarly, acute, and 
pious R. Mordecai, the son-in-law of the Dayyan R. Perez 
of Nikolsburg, who taught me without pay, had another 
pupil, Sinai ben Isaiah Wagenmacher, a boy ten years of 
age, who knew better how to behave than I did, the only son 
of rich parents, fondled and spoiled. By the help of God 
he did not rebel against me. I had only to go over his 
studies with him. His parents were charitable people; 
their house was outside of the street {ghetto), on a large 
pleasant place ; there I gained strength and health. I lived 
with them about two years ; I felt as if I dwelt amid roses, 
and never in my life did I feel as happy as in those two 
years. But unfortunately no one looked out for me, and 
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I fell in bad company. They talked to me constantly 
about women, and led me in their ways. We were a bad 
set of young men, of different ages, wasting our time with 
useless things and fooling with girls, as was their habit. 
I finally came to think that this is the whole aim of life, 
since during the entire time we never spoke of anything 
but of following the inclinations of the heart. The greater 
part of my days I spent with my young friends who lived 
an immoral life. Among them were some who were over 
twenty-three years old, and had more Talmudic knowledge 
and better manners than I. Therefore, with the consent 
of my father, I joined them and followed in their footsteps, 
like the blind in the dark, thinking in my simplicity that 
the purpose of good manners was to find favour in the 
eyes of the girls, and that this is human happiness in one's 
youth. Even in the house where I lived the young 
working men who were employed in building carriages for 
the noblemen were a bad sort ; their ringleader was a 
certain Abraham Bass, who was boisterous and wild, so 
that I was under evil influences from all sides. I was 
more passionate at that time than ever again in my life. 
How happy should I be now if my father had then given 
me a wife. I would have raised a large family, no doubt, 
in my early life, and would now have been in a position 
to retire from all worldly affairs. 

Now, unfortunately, I am devoid of wisdom and intelli- 
gence, without sons and spouse. I wish to retire from the 
affairs of this world, but I do not know whether, after 
all, it would not be better for me to marry ; possibly 
I might have pious children and a capable wife who would 
be a help to me. I wait for an answer from God, that 
he notify me by a sign or a dream or a verse, of which 
I might think when I wake up, or which a child might 

x 2 
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answer when I ask for its lesson. May I be successful 
according to the wish of God. Amen. 

Our author's account stops here, but we gain a few 
facts of his later life through some of the entries in his 
little note-book. At the age of seventeen he went, without 
his father's knowledge, to a city the name of which is not 
legible. The expense he defrayed with a small sum of 
money provided by his grandfather. He was in great 
distress ; when twenty he went to Cracow, where he began 
to repent his mode of life and to study more seriously. 
But, as he intimates in the autobiography, he went around 
much farther in the course of his life. From a list of 
resolutions he had made at various times, beginning with 
his recovery from the plague, we see that in 1695 he left 
Corfu for Venice ; later he stayed at Pisa, where he vowed 
to get married in the course of the year if possible ; this, 
he adds, he did after some delay. Again we find him in 
Zante selling Tefillin and Mezuzot, correcting the Sefer 
Torah, and delivering a Derashah in the synagogue, but he 
was the object of raillery on the part of the innkeeper 
with whom he stayed, until a certain Judah Modona took 
him into his house. Even then the innkeeper persecuted 
him and brought him into trouble because he had slaughtered 
fowl, but at this point the account breaks off. Evidently 
he had become a Sofer, and therefore also we find the 
records of the purchase of parchments at the end of the 
volume. 

We do not hear any more about our hero, but his 
further fate is of no material importance to us. Of course, 
it would have been interesting to read his impressions of 
the various communities he visited, but this would hardly 
equal the quaint account of his younger years. 



